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Fye on 1'On

Mount Pleasant's neo-traditional "burb fosters neighborliness and pedestrian-friendly living

WRITTYLEN

PIHOGTOGRARIS

-
rom the top of a newly built
stucco house in Mount Pleasant's
I’'On nsighborhood, onc can sce
almost the cntire 243-acre devel-
opment, including two lakes, a

large rookery, and the heavy copper-cov-

ered dome of the Eastern Qrihodex Church
being consiructed down the road from the
village square. In the distance, a few lazy
boats troll the marshes of Shelinore Creek,
and, in the opposite ditection, the owin
arches of the Ravenel Bridge rise like
majestic sails ahove the Cooper River. From
this vantage point, several nearby rooftop
terraces are visible—one of which could not
be much more than an arm’s length away.
While this level of intimacy might take
some peaple aback, it's exactly what I'On’s
developers, the Grahams—brothers Geoftf
and Vince along with their tather Tom
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cnvisioned when they set out to create a
community reminiscent of pre-World War [l
suburbia, where children could ride bikes
safely to one another's houses and where
neighbors would gather for weekly potluck
suppers. Close lots, narrow
strects, and mailbox clus- . ) 4
: to B
ters cncourage residents - - i 4
; ; J\Uﬂ@z— i N
ot this 10-year-old neigh- olve v -
borhood to get oul of iR
# Eastern Eﬁi <
their  houses—which Ortrodox [
Church
mostly cmulate the ver- Sl
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nacular acchirecture  of S )?‘* x5y,
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downilown Charleston—
and visit with onc another.
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wveeks do not have exclusive water acce

instead. public paths sllow everyone to
enioy the surrounding natvral beauty. This

outdoor realm”adds to the intrinsic value

of 1'On: I today's commuter socicty. it

Jvites residents 1o get out of their front
dors and inta the community to create an
endurng seuse of neighborhood. Snce all
630 of 1he community s houses are linked

by sidewalks, and then it to [On's

numcrous shared civie spaces, ivs hard to
imagine that a resident could venture out

the front door without bumping into at

lcast one familiar fag

which is just the way

the Grahams envisioned it when the fint

sidewalk wits pourcd

A stroll around I'On’s “oxen square revels

0 array of businesses < ne of which have
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ned cnough traction to brcome desting: ; -
tions for custoniers outside the ne
frood. The Square Onion (literally Square On N
Ion™) [18 B Resolute Lo, (843) 836G . - l

@ mostiy 1020 restaugant whose inventive

sandwiches.such as the

frus —tarkey

with wreen apple and cheddar cheese sand-

wiched between roseniary focaccia bread

spread witl: basil nyyo—tasty dessert

delectable comfort foods attract fans from
the neighborhood and beyond. It's a lunch-
time hit, but many diners grab made-from-
scratch casseroles or lasagna to warm up
for dinner. No neighborhood is complete
without a local watering holc,and 0'Brion’s
Pub & Grille (361 N. Shelmore Blvd. (843)
3889733 fills that niche well by attract-
ing a thirsty Mount Pleasant after-work Susan Altman 843-224-6100

crowd. O'Brion’s offers traditional pub Elizabeth Wilhelm 843:452-6686

fare, as well as scafood, including the pop-

ular allyou-can-eat crab legs on Mondays, | L~

midtownofcharleston.com POSTONGCO.
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and its 10 TVs auract a loval toothal}

crowd on game days.

Grazi's Shoe Café & Wine Bar [ 14 Resolute Ln
(843) 216:2087) offers owner Jennifer
Grazno's “twvo greates

induigenees” in i
55
cvery Friday irom 5 10 7 p.m. and lus live

laid-a

K setting She holds $2 wine

music about once a month in the store’s
cozy courtyard. 1'0On’s two main clothing
boutiques, Ellen B. [152 Civitas St. (843) 856

ct version of co-owner Fllen

g Street store, and Beba Luxe
1353 N. Shelmore BIvd. (843) 385-8480),
which carrics simple, [eminine designer
clothing, offcr original alteenatives o
downtown and Towne Centre shopping.
Napa Valley vineyard owner Gall Summacs
moved to I'On looking for "a new house



that Jooks old and brought her passion for
wine with her. At $oif (337 N. Shelmore
Blvdl (813) $8 1-9708], Summers packs it ot
of vintages, including hard-to-find labels,
1o the shop. 1o encousage her customers
W become more adventurous with ticie
wine purchises, she inaugurated 4 1aste-
beforeyoubuy policy. Alse, Soif’s fust-
opencd tapas bar further expands dining
options on the square. Longtime I'On resi-
dent Mclinda Armstrong has been hard at
work readying the first floor of her Lwven-
derand-aubergine-colored house at the cor-
ner of North Shelmore Boulevard and
Sowell Strect for her home. girden, and gift
store, Sweet Olive (264 N. Shelmore Blvd
(813) 224-0839] which had its grand open-
ing this month, just in time 10 start a fall

contamer garden

For those needing rejuvention ftes shop-

ping or teekking around the ne g
massages and facials ase on tie memua the
Grace Salon Spa |10 Resolute Ln. (843) 884
324814 full<ervice Aveda salon

Feeling good, but
looking tired?

Check your bags
with us.

Biepharop sty 's an outpatient medic  procedure tcan

prove @ de.720Ice Dy removing excess dreopy skin from the
URRer eye bags from beneath the eyes. Taking years off
ofa seare 2y ving your eyes a more alert, well-rested and
vIDIaT .. .o IK.

For the duwew  area surrounding your eyes, trust the Dest,
Internationally-recognized oculoplastic surgeon Gene
Howard, MD, at Storm Eye Institute spe  7n5 .~ *he area
surrcunc o reyes, provaigalevel of tregt s~ oohe e

not found .~ ==~ "ral plastic surgeons.
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